Relapse of Mycobacterium leprae infection with ocular manifestations.
A case of ocular leprosy as the manifestation of persistent or relapsed Mycobacterium leprae infection approximately 20 years following treatment is reported. The clinical and pathological features of this case are described, and the molecular methods needed to arrive at the definitive diagnosis are examined. If blindness is to be averted, clinicians must have a high index of suspicion for the diagnosis of ocular leprosy when anterior segment changes are noted during ophthalmologic examination of a patient from an area in which M. leprae is endemic. The indolent nature of ocular leprosy may require lifelong surveillance and therapy to insure sight preservation.